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S E R M 0 ͤ XT“ 


ZEPHANIAH iii. 6, 7. 


8 .# have cut of the nations : their towers are deſolate, JI made 
_ their ſtreels waſte, that none paſſeth by : their cities are deſtroyed ſo 
that there is no man, that there is none enhabitant. 


7.4 Js ſurely thou wilt fear me: thou wilt receive infiruftion.— ö 


477 0 4 if you will hear his voice, Aveda not your ww! f_ 
It would be a deplorable mark of national corruption and an un- 
happy omen of the future fate of any people, if, after having 
received, with ingratitude, the gifts of their Benefactor, they re- 
mained inſenſible and unawed, under the admonitions of their 
Judge. For, in ſuch a caſe, what method of proceeding is left 
for the wiſe and righteous Governour of the world with reſpe& 
to ſuch a people? The anſwer is obvious. He muſt either let 
them periſh, gradually, by the flow poiſon of a vitious proſperi- 
ty, exhauſting their ſtrength, and corrupting the true ſources 


both of domeſtic and national felicity—or, call them to ſalutary 
B | reflection 


31 

reflection and amendment by the ſevere, but inſtructive voice of 
adverſity. This latter method is oſten employed by goodneſs as 
well as by wiſdom in God's righteous government; and when it 
does not produce its proper effect, the ruin of a people ſeems to 
be decreed. —Theſe truths are intereſting at all times: but they 


have a peculiar and awful claim to our moſt ſerious attention at 


this critical moment. To this attention we are, ſingularly, called 
by the admonitions of Providence in affecting and alarming ex- 
amples : and theſe admonitions are well expreſſed in the words 
of our text, which exhibit a ſtate of things, remarkably ſimilar 
to that, of which we are, at this day the anxious and * 
no ſmall degree) the ſuffering ſpectators. 


The words of the text were addreſſed to the people of Judah, 
under the reign of Joſiah, whoſe efforts had been ineffectual to 
reform that corrupt and idolatrous nation. They had, neverthe- 
leſs, before their eyes, dreadful examples of the judgments of 
Heaven upon the guilty nations. They ſaw the Egyptians con- 
quered by Nebuchadnezzar, who ſtretched out his hand againſt the 
North and made Nineven a deſolation and a wilderneſs, though to 
become, afterwards, himſelf, one of the moſt ſignal monuments 


of the divine juſtice. They ſaw the ten Tribes, carried into cap- 


tivity by Salmanazer; and it was in conſequence of theſe events, 


ſo proper to alarm the people of Judah, that the Moſt High, by 


his Prophet, addreſſed to them the words of our text. I have cut 


of 


| . DL 
off the nations, their towers are deſolate, their cities are deſtroyed,—=- 
I. ſaid, ſurely thou wilt fear me—thou wilt receive inſtrudtion, 


| Theſe events, ſo full of alarming inſtruction, were exhibited, 
| in vain, to this deluded people, and (as you know) were follow- 
ed by their captivity and ruin. 


But it is our buſineſs at preſent to conſider this warning voice 
to Judah, in the application of which it is ſo evidently ſuſcepti- 
ble to ourſelves and our country. For the very Tame voice, which 
God addrefſed to Judah, by the mouth of his prophet, ſpeaks 
loudly to us by the events of his Providence, and in this point of 
view, the words, before us, lead us naturally to conſider, 


Firſt, the awful objects and examples, which, in this remarka - 
ble period of the world, command our ſolemn attention, and the. 
language they ſpeak, with reſpect to the ene of a viſe and 


righteous Providence, and 


Secondly, the ination and effects, which this language = 
bo produce on our ſentiments, and our conduct, as Chriſtians and 


citizens, and as inhabitants of a country, as yet, both protected 
and admoniſhed. 


I The objects and examples which are ſo prog to excite. our 
4 B 2 moſt 


1 I 
moſt ſerious attention, and the palpable Ianguage of admonition 


they ſpeak with reſpect to us, deſerve, indeed, to be ſeriouſ- 
ly conſidered. We know what happened to Egypt, Nineveh, the 


tribes of Iſrael, and to many potent ſtates and kingdoms of poſte- 
rior date, who followed their ſteps in their elevation, their gran- 
deur, their vices and their ruin. A ſeries of objects, remarkably 
ſimilar to theſe, have been fatiguing our ſenſibility and prolonging 
our aſtoniſhment for ſeveral years paſt, and the wars and commo- 
tions, which have ſpread terror and deſolation far and wide on 
the Continent, leaves it more or leſs uncertain what may be the | 
fate of the Britiſh Iſles in this critical period of the Divine Pro- 
vidence. We need not enumerate the abominations and calami- 
ties of thoſe modern Amorites, from whom the plagues, that 
continue to viſit ſo many countries (formerly happy and flouriſh- 
ing) derive their origin. With reſpect, indeed, to their crimes 
and their guilt, it would be no violation of charity to expoſe what 
they, themſelves, are at no pains to conceal. They commit them 
with a high hand in defiance of heaven and earth, and their publick 
records form a continual liſt of their abominations. But we ought 
here to turn our particular attention to two things,—1ft. to 
their exemplary puniſhment, actually exiſting and going on to its 
completion, even in the midſt of their dazzling victories and ſuc- 
ceſsful enterpriſes—and 2dly. to the uſe which Providence palpa- 
bly makes of theſe enterprizes and victories to chaſtiſe other 
nations, | 

The 


rr 


The firſt of theſe points is remarkable, For amidſt all the 
glare of their ſucceſsful efforts and their triumphal progreſs 


through the territories of vanquiſhed and ruined nations, all the 
bleſſings of civil and ſocial life are blaſted among that devoted 
people. Many will recollect, that it was a favourite maxim, with 
the wiſe men of Nature, who had been employed to prepare the 
world, by their writings and their Philoſophy, for the motley 


ſtructure of the French Republick, that the nations would never 
be happy until SOVEREIGNS became PHILOSOPHERS or PHILOSO- 


PHERS became SOVEREIGNS.—The maxim was, at leaſt, nomi- 
nally, realized. Philoſophers, real or pretended, became, in ef- 
fect ſovereigns : and what happened? . Theſe ſages defiled the 
throne with the blood of an innocent monarch, and their cities 
and villages with the blood of one another, Irreligion held the 
ſanguinary ſcepter of the new Republick, was openly profeſſed, 
ſor the firſt time, by the rulers and miniſters of a great Nation, 
and trampled under foot the eternal laws of piety, clemency, and. 
juſtice. The hearts and language of its rulers were, like thoſe of 
Babel, ſtruck with a ſpirit of diviſion and confuſion. After hav- 
ing graſped unlimited power, raiſed innumerable legions, . and 
amaſſed, in the centre of their counſels and activity, all the trea- 
ſures of an opulent and mighty kingdom ; they, neither raiſed the. 
edifice of true liberty nor laid any ſolid foundations for public 
felicity. They, indeed, obtained freedom from the odious deſ- 
potiſm, under which they had groaned, and which neither they, 

| nor 


+ 1 


nor their fathers were either able or, indeed, obliged to bear; but 
the happy and peaceful fruits and enjoyment of true liberty are 
unknown to them; for the paſſions and corruption of men mingle 
a curſe with the beſt bleſſings of Heaven, and turn them into bit- 
terneſs. In effect, Liberty, without principles and morals is no 
bleſſing to human ſociety ; and this is egregiouſly verified in the 
cale of the common diſturbers of Europe. For they are all one 
heart and one hand to produce miſery abroad, and all disjointed 
and diſcordant, when well-being and order are to be produced at 


home, and we may ſay of them in the words of the Prophet, 
that, their webs ſhall not become garments, neither ſhall they cover 
themſelves with their works * their works are works of iniquiiy and 
the aft of violence is in their hands. We need not enumerate 
the judgments of Heaven, which are executed upon them by 
their own hands: beſides, there is nothing in which we ought to 
be more cautious than in interpreting calamitous events, as judg- 
ments of puniſhment : Nevertheleſs, when crimes are accumula- 
ted and atrocious, and calamities are palpably connected with 
them as their immediate conſequences, the interpretation is juſt 

and natural, unleſs we attribute all external good and evil to 
chance or fate, thoſe abſurd phantoms, or, rather, words without 
meaning which are the blind idols of atheiſm. | 


_ 


* Iſaiah lix. 6. 
At 


K 


At the! ſame time, it i is certain that their political exiſtence and 
a——_ hitherto, are every way adapted to excite aſtoniſh- 
No human foreſight could have conceived the poſſibility 
4 ak things, which have happened in our time. Who could 
have imagined, that a multitude of nominal ſovereigns, enſlaved 
to a certain number of deſpotick individuals, and forming a go- 
vernment, which, from its commencement, has been a prey to 
all the internal plagues that can afflit humanity: would ſtand ſo 
long firm againſt the combined efforts of the greateſt European 
Powers, and, even, raiſe their ſtandards of devaſtation and car- 
nage in the heart of Germany, and Italy? Who could have 
imagined, that, While famine oppreſſed them, and infernal diſcord 
and party rage divided them at home, their bloody progreſs 
abroad would be diſtinguiſhed by ſubordination and energy, and 
all their motions marked with the greateſt vigour, celerity, bold- 
neſs, and ſucceſs :—all this, you muſt confeſs, is quite extraordi- 
nary, and may we not conclude from theſe ſtrange appearances, 
that there is a direction of Providence, here, which, while it ex- 
ecutes puniſhment on this lawleſs Nation by its own iniquities, 
renders it, at the ſame time, (as we obſerved in the ſecond place) 
an inſtrument of chaſtiſement or an object of admonition to the 
other ſtates and nations s of Europe. h 


Without this interpretation of the ways of Providence all is 
dark and dreadful in the preſent aſpect of things; and the cala- 


mities, 


T8YJ 


mities, whether private or publick, to which humanity is expoſed, 
ſpeak no language to man, but the cruel command to ſuffer to no 
purpoſe, and to be afflicted without conſolation. This is that diſ- 
mal philoſophy, which ſeeing no farther and looking no higher 
than the paſſions and devices of men, affords neither encourage- 


ment nor hope, even to virtue, in the dark ſeaſons of human life, 
but leads man through a ſeries of illuſions, which terminate in 
dejection and deſpair. But the religious obſerver of the tumults 
and diſorders of this tranſitory world is never in ſuch a forlorn 
condition. He has a key to unfold the myſteries of Providence, 
and can draw light, direction, means of improvement, and, con- 
ſequently, ſources of conſolation, even from the day of adverſi- 
ty. He knows that natural evil has been permitted, nay, appoint- 
ed by Eternal Wiſdom for the correction of moral diſorder: he 
knows, that publick calamities, whether they proceed from the 
paſſions of men or from the elements of nature, can have no pur- 
poſe, under God's wiſe government, but either to reclaim and re- 
form the ſufferers, or (where impenitence is become obſtinate and 
incorrigible) to bring on the deſtruction of the guilty and render 
them, in their progreſs towards ruin, inſtruments of correction to 
others. In this point of view, how remarkably applicable to the 
time, in which we live, are thoſe words of the Prophet.“ O Lord, 


* Habbak. 1. 
how 
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how long all I cry and thou wilt not hear," even cry unto thee of 
violence and thou wilt not ſave | | Theſe words were addreſſed to 
God in behalf of a ſuffering people, and the anſwer is, as fol- 
lows—* Regard and wonder marvellouſly, for I will work a work 
in your days, which you vill not believe; for lo! I raiſe che 
© Chaldeans, that bitter and haſty nation, which ſhall. march 
through the breadth of the land, to poſſeſs the dwelling places, 
* which are not therrs—they are terrible, they ſhall come all for 
violence and their faces ſhall, ſup up as the eaſt wind, i. e. 
* conſume every thing where they march, as the eaſt wind blaſts 
© the fruits of the earth,” They ſhall ſcoff at kings and hold prin- 
ces in deriſion, and ſhall mock at every ſtrong hold. And, as to 
the providential obje& and purpoſe of this horrid plague, the 
Prophet expreſles it in theſe remarkable words : 0 Lord, thou haſt 
ordained them for JUDGMENT ; and 0 . God, thou Err oe 
bliſhed them for CORRECTION. 1) 1 4 i 


Theſe words bd: 1 5 a cha of the names to be per- 
ſeatly applicable to the preſent awful aſpett of Providence. For 
_ evil (to uſe the expreſſion of another Prophet) goes from atio 
to nation, and the Lord ſeems to declare by the voice of events. 
chat he has a controverſy with them all. It is no longer a dubious 
matter, that the nations of Europe ſtand in need of ſignal chaſ- 
tiſement and correction. And though, in the way of complaint 
or we ſhould have particularly in view. the characters and 


— | morals 


= I'S 
morals of the Nation, to which we belong, yet che moral and re- 
ligious ſtate of the Chriſtian world is a proper object of our pious 
concern on ſeveral accounts, and particularly, at preſent, as it 
may caſt ſome light on the ways of Providence at this critical 
period, and thus render the events of our day more inſtructive 
and ſalutary. And we repeat it again, —the nations of Europe, 
their kings, their princes, their rulers, their prieſts and their peo- 
ple, are actually under the hand of a chaſtifing Providence, 
which makes their own iniquities, in many reſpe&s the inſtru- 
ments of their correction. Thoſe, who have more or leſs exten- 
five views of the ſtate of religion, government and morals in the 


| ſeveral countries of Europe, will meet, in them all, with many 


objects, ſhocking to reaſon, painful to humanity, and peculiarly 
afflicting to thoſe, whoſe hearts are animated by the ſpirit of true 
piety, the love of order, and the love of mankind. For if no- 
thing upon earth hath, as yet, equalled that eruption of plagues, 
which has rendered our enemies an eternal reproach to the human 
ſpecies, yet, in other nations, the moral and political aſpect of 
things is, in ſeveral inſtances, provoking to Heaven and griev- 
ouſly inimical to human felicity. 


It is well known, how the ſtate of Religion has ſuffered in ma- 
ny parts of Europe, by the wretched viſions of fanaticiſm on the 
one hand, and the proportionable growth of infidelity on the 
other. We alſo know how ſecret and myſterious ſocieties have 


been 


< 11 1 
been multiplied in different places, ſome enthuſiaſtically . | 
ing to extraordinary illumination, and others refining the ſophiſ- 
try of metaphyſics into obſcure doctrines of an atheiſtical tenden- 
cy. Nor have all theſe ſocieties been free from the. charge of 
propagating, under the ſpecious maſk of univerſal. benevolence, 
that ſenſeleſs and unnatural ſyſtem of equality, which confounds 
all the diſtinctions, imprinted by God and nature, with ſuch gla- 
ring evidence, on the different characters and capacities of men, 
and on the very eſſence, both of human and civil ſociety. 


It would be an endleſs detail, if we attempted to enumerate and 


deſcribe the plagues and calamities, which, in our days, are 
adapted to adminiſter ſalutary inſtruftion to pious and attentive 


minds, nay even to correct the levity of the unthinking and lead 
them to reflection. Even in a general and ſuperficial point of 
view, the proſpett is dark and ominous. We have given a ſketch 
(ſufficient for objects ſo well known) of the crimes and calamities 
of that great nation, which agitates the maſs of human corrupti- 
on and ſeems to have no other object but to render perpetual the 
diſorders of Europe. In other Continental States, the aſpect of 
things is not more promiſing; for in theſe States we have long 
obſerved, and ſtill perceive, objects adapted to occaſion new ſcenes 
of calamity, or, at leaſt, to augment the miſeries which are alrea- 
dy ſo deplorable. We ſee that precious liberty, which is truly 
one of the inalienable rights of men, trodden under foot by pow- 
C2 erful 
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erſul nete never felt che elevated, the divine ee * 
which dilates the heart of a Father of his People; and we obſerve 
even in petty ſovereignties, both temporal and eccleſiaſtical, hu- 
manity groaning under the odious oppreſſion of avaritious luxu- 
ury and deſpotiſin,” which inſult and provoke the juſtice of the 
Almighty. But it is about ourſelves, as a people, that we are 


principally concerned, at a period when the judgments of God, 


which are upon the earth, call upon all nations to conſider their 
ways; and we are, at leaſt, in the claſs of thoſe, whom a crimi- 
nal miſimprovement of the mercies and bleſſings of heaven ought 
to affect, to alarm, nay to terrify, conſidering the prevailing 
amen maxims, and ſes of our ee times. 


Sy 
1 41 S C 101 1 3 
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It was, dards with a lamentable weight of * upon our 


heads, —of guilt that has pervaded all the orders of ſociety, and 


more eſpecially thoſe, which are the moſt diſtinguiſhed by exter- 
nal ſplendour and opulence, that we appeared, on the late ſolemn 
Faſt, before the throne of the Moſt High. But we ſtood before 
him, not as a nation, againſt which the decree has brought forth 
final ruin, but as a nation, whoſe calamities mixed with mercies, 
ſeem to place it only in a ſtate of trial, ſhe that the door ve- 


 pentance is not finally ſhut, and encourage its inhabitants to ſcek 


the God of their ſalvation, while he may be found. For notwith- 
ſtanding the attempts of our enemies, of every kind, we are 
hitherto preſerved from the abominations and miſeries of anarchy 

and 


C 
and deſpotiſm, and poſſeſs all the ineſtimable privileges, both re- 
ligious and civil, which are adapted, if we are not wanting to 5 
ourſelves, to ſecure to us, always, the character of a free and 


happy people. 


Such are our bleſſings but where are our titles to their poſſeſ- 

ſion, or our ſecurity for their continuance ?2—Not unto us, 0 Lord, 
but unto thy name be the glory! Theſe bleſſings are diſmal aggra- 
vations of our guilt, and thus they become new objects of pain- 
ful apprehenſion, when the arm of an offended Benefattor is 
raiſed (as 1t is palpably at this time) to execute judgment upon the 
guilty nations. Certainly, my brethren, neither we nor our fa- 
| thers ever beheld ſuch an aſpect of Providence as that which 
lovers over the European States, whoſe deſtinies peculiarly on the 
Continent, grow ſtill more uncertain, while the political founda- 
tions of ſecurity, in which blinded mortals confide with ſuch pre- 
ſumption, diminiſh from day to day,—and, in ſome caſes, the 
natural eſſects of ſecond cauſes ſeem to be counteracted by an in- 
viſible and awful hand. 3 


Is this, then, a time to cloſe our eyes on the Righteous Gover- 
nour of the world, when his ways ſeem, with reſpe to their in- 
tention, no longer myſterious ; when, day after day, he accumu- 
lates judgment on judgment, calamity on calamity, to awaken men 


from the vicious lethargy of luxury and eaſe to a ſenſe of their 
| guilt, 


L 1 


guilt and an apprehenſion of their danger. When (to uſe the 
words of our bleſſed Saviour, in foretelling what ſhould happen 


in the latter days) there is upon the earth diſtreſs of nations with 


perplexity—the ſea and the waves roarmg—men's hearts failing 


them for fear and for looking upon thoſe things, that are coming 
upon the earth.“ No, ſurely, this is not the time to cloſe our 
ears againſt the voice of Providence, which, notwithſtanding 
many mercies gracioully prolonged, and a ſignal mark of favour 
and protection recently vouchſated in the day of conteſt, + till 
continues to warn and admoniſh, and from the plagues of France 
and the deſolations of Germany calls upon us ſolemnly to receive 


inſtruction and to fear Him, who is able to ſave and to deſtroy. 
It is this improvement of the preſent ſcenes of Providence that 
we come now to conſider in the ſecond head of this Diſcourſe, by 


pointing out the zmprefions and effetts which they ought to pro- 


duce on our ſentiments and conduR, as the inhabitants of a coun- 


try, as yet, both protected and admoniſhed. 


Il. 7 ſaid thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive inſtruction. 


Theſe were the words of the Moſt High to Judah—and they are 


ma 


* Luke xxi. 25. 


+ This refers to the laſt ſignal and, perhaps, unparalleled victory obtained over the 


Spaniſh Fleet, by Sir John Jervis. 


actually 


EW 

actually the language of his Providence addreſſed to us. But do 
we fear lum? Have we received inſtruction ? What queſtions, 
righteous Heaven! and is it to reaſonable creatures, to chriſtians, 
to the inhabitants of a country, protected and bleſſed from age to 


age, by an auſpicious Providence, and, now, perhaps on the laſt 
trial for its preſervation amidſt the plagues, which ſtill continue to 
ravage the earth, that we are obliged to addreſs them? Is it 
in this land of Chriſtian heroes of ancient renown, where truth 
and freedom raiſed their ſtandards, and goſpel light and religious 
liberty ſhed their beams with ſuch a luſtre as rendered it the envy 
of the nations, that we are called to propoſe every one to his own 
conſcience theſe queſtions, do we fear God and have we received 


inſtruftion from the uncommon and alarming diſpenſations of his 
: Providence! Na 


You know that the fear of God, implies the profound ſenti- 
ments of veneration and awe, which are due to the moſt righte- 
ous, the greateſt, and the beſt of Beings. It is thus an elevated 
and generous, and not a ſervile affection; and it modifies and ſof- 
tens all other fears excepting that of offending its adorable object. 

It is compatible with love and confidence, which it preſerves from 
temerity and preſumption, and thus renders them ſure guides of 
conduct and pure ſprings of enjoyment and peace. This is the 
true nature of the fear of God, which is conſequently conſidered 
and mentioned in ſacred writ, as the whole of religion. Where 


this 
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this fear prevails, ſalutary inſtruction will be received, for condutt 


and manners, from all the diſpenſations of Providence and all che 


events of life. 


This is the fear that would fave a country, in the moſt deſperate 
ſtate of things, were it generally prevalent in the hearts of its in- 
habitants. But, unhappily, there are certain kinds of fear, too 


common among us, which are very different from this, and from 
that kind of ſalutary apprehenſion, which the ſeaſon requires, 


and which the fear of God not only juſtifies, but ſuggeſts. Fear, 


when exerciſed on improper objects, or, in an improper degree; is 


the moſt ignoble of all the paſſions, and is, even, one of the fatal | 
ſymptoms of the dangerous and degraded ſtate'of a people. That 


fear of man, which bringeth a ſnare, which diſpirits, dejects and 
deſtroys all firmneſs and ſteadineſs of mind, is a moſt pernicious 


feeling in the preſent period of our trials and danger :—ſtill more 
contemptible and odious is that fear, which has, for its object, 
a low and ſordid intereſt, which, in times of danger, makes men 
tremble at every thing that threatens the diminution of their opu- 
lence or the interruption of their ſenſual eaſe end pleaſures.— 
And be not ſurprized, if we go a ſtep farther, and obſerve, that, 
even the dangers, which actually threaten us from the attempts 
of a deſperate enemy to invade theſe Iſlands, ought not to be the 
principal object of our fear at this critical moment. Seaſons 


of danger and calamity are the only objects of terror, when 
they 


| Ec 

they are evidently ſent, in final judgment, to a nation, which has 
filled up the meaſure of its iniquity. But they may be ſent to 
humble and correct, and, in ſuch a caſe, though their aſpect be 
| ſevere, their fruits may be ſalutary and glorious ; for they may 
revive the virtuous ſpirit and energy of a people, whom opulence 
and eaſe had mollified into an inglorious and vitious indolence. 
Beſides, in the darkeſt aſpect of things a righteous nation has no- 
thing to fear, while the Lord reigns, it is never, in the period of 
their piety and virtue that nations are involved in final ruin, — 
But where is the nation, which, at this day, may be ſaid to be in 
that period? Some have near arrived at it: others ſeem to have 
_ paſſed it—and would to God, that the ſpirit of the times gave no 
reaſon to apprehend our being in this latter claſs! 


It is not however our deſign to reprobate every kind of 
fear, but only to turn your attention to what ought to be its prin- 
cipal object. It is certain, that the rapid progreſs, in conqueſt 
and devaſtation, that Providence has permitted the enemy to 
make, far and wide, on the Continent and the ferocious attempts of 
that enemy to penetrate into the heart of theſe kingdoms, are ob- 
jets, that we cannot behold without a certain degree of appre- 
henſion and anxiety, This is, more eſpecially, natural, when 
| ve conſider, how all this, ſeconded by our fatal diviſions, may 
endanger the ſtability and the happy ſtructure of a covern- 
MENT, under which the people have enjoyed, upon the whole, a 

| D | degree 
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degree of well: being, more folid and extenſive than « ever was en- 
| Joyed by any nation upon carth. In a word, the dangers which 


threaten our CounTRy, (that precious name, which compre- 
hends our civil intereſts, our ſacred rights, our domeſtic comforts, 
and all our temporal and ſpiritual bleſſings) are adapted, no Y 
doubt, to excite painful apprehenſion. But there are other 
objects of fear and apprehenſion which add a peculiar degree of 
terror to the dangers which threaten us, and which ought to alarm 
us more than the furious legions, who are attempting to carry fire 
and ſword into the heart of our Country. Theſe objects are the 


fins of the day the virtues from which we have departed—the 
vices, which enfeeble and degrade us—the deviations and abuſes, 


which, if not broken off by repentance, muſt render us a nation 
not deſired in the eye of Heaven. 


This kind of fear is effentially implied in the words, which 
come in at the end of our text, in which after enumerating the 
dreadful examples held forth to the Prophet for the admo- 
nition of Judah, the Moſt High adds, I /,, ſurely thou wilt 


fear me, thou wilt receive inſtruction, Guilt is the proper object 


of fear, before the tribunal of conſcience and under a. proper 
conviction of the moral government of God; and when the fren- 
zy of vice has gone ſo far as to extinguiſh this principle in the 
hearts of the guilty, deſtruction muſt ſooner or later be the reſult, 


The great objects of tear, _ are thoſe habits and principles, 
which 


TT 
which corrupt the minds of a people and prepare for them ſuch 


exploſions and convulſions, as we have ſeen and ſtill ſee, in fo 
many places, breaking forth from the paſſions of men in our un- 
happy day. More eſpecially, 5 


I. Fear, in the firſt place, that decline of practical piety and 
religious principle, which deprives both private and publick vir- 
tue of their proper and invigorating nouriſhment and ſupport ; 


which takes from vice its reſtraints; lets looſe the reins to every 


paſſion ; and, thus ſaps the moſt ſolid foundations both of domel- 
tick and national felicity. How often, in effect, has it been prov- 


ed, that religion is the only ſure and permanent ſource of that 
11g hteouſneſs that exalteth a nation; of thoſe virtues which pro- 
mote its order, tranquillity, and true proſperity ? Conſequently, 
religious indifference muſt be an object of painful apprehenſion 
to thoſe who have at heart the happineſs of their country. This 
malady of the ſoul, this lethargy of reaſon, (for ſuch may religi- 
| ous indifference be juſtly deemed) is ſuppoſed to have been, for 
many years paſt, gaining ground among us. It is accompanied 
with a kind of ſcepticiſm in numbers, who never gave the cauſe 
of religion a ſerious examination, though it relates to intereſts, 
which are momentous and eternal. It was, as if men ſaid, Who is 
the Lord that we ſhould ſerve him, and what profit ſhould we have 
if we pray unto him ? Hence a palpable decline of zeal for 
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public worſhip and domeſtick devotion ! Hence a criminal neg- 


ligence in the religious and moral education of youth, more 


_ eſpecially in the higher orders of ſociety Hence we find the 
' truths, the promiſes, and the laws of that goſpel which is the 


guide, the comforter, and the glory of man, baniſhed from con- 


verſation, as too ſolemn and infipid, and (to abridge the enume- 


ration of ſuch painful complaints) hence, finally, an unbecoming 
levity of conduct, and ſometimes a real corruption of manners, 


even in many, from the ſanctity of whoſe vocation more reſpec- 


table and edifying examples might be fairly required. —But the 
true and vital ſpirit of piety, though, in multitudes, it be totally 
extinguiſhed, and reduced, in many, to a mere, outward profeſ- 
ſion, is neither extinguiſhed nor diminiſhed in all. If it were ex- 
tinguiſhed in all, our religious and civil conſtitution, would pro- 


bably, at this day, lie in ruins, like that of the barbarous invaders, 
who are attempting its deſtruction. No! there are ſtill in this 


favoured and great nation many faithful ſervants of the living 
God, who revere his Majeſty, and adorn their high, their chriſti- 


an vocation by walking in his ways, and their prayers and alms, 


continually riſing before the throne, have hitherto been the bul- 
warks of a ſinful land againſt the final judgments of Heaven. 


II. If we fear God and reſpett the laws of his moral govern- 
ment, by which both nations and individuals muſt ſtand or fall, 
we muſt fear more than the ſtalking peſtilence, or any other judg- 


ment 


TT M3 | q 


ment of Heaven; that exceſſive luxury, that unbounded love of 
ſenſual pleaſure and voluptuous eaſe, which carries with it, under 
deluding forms, all the inſtruments of corruption, vice, and miſ- 
ery. This was the plague, which conſumed ſucceſſively the great 
monarchies, during a courſe of ages, exhibiting ſtill warning ex- 
amples, vith little effect, to future times. Alarming is the pro- 
greſs, it continues to make in the midſt of us, and its fatal effects 
on morals, principles, and the general conduct of life, are no 
longer dubious. It inflames the paſſions, blunts the moral taſte, 
and extinguiſhes all ſenſibility to the pleaſures of piety and vir- 
tue, which are the true glory and felicity of human nature. 


More eſpecially, luxury, by multiplying imaginary wants, is the 
foſterer of that corrupt ſelf-love, which renders the heart nar- 
row, deſtroys public ſpirit, and confines the whole attention of 
men to the little, and often inglorious circle of their private in- 
tereſt, or their frivolous pleaſures. The perilous times ſhall come, 
ſays St. Paul, when men ſhall be Lovers of themſelves. * Theſe 
times, it is to be feared, are come with reſpect to us; at leaſt, 
there are palpable ſymptoms of their approach. Perilous, with- 
out doubt, are ſuch times, and. they are as dangerous to the pub- 
lick ſafety, as they are little congenial, with the manly and liberal 

ſpirit that has ſo long diſtinguiſhed the people of this land. They 
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are peculiarly perilous in the ſeaſon of danger, 3 ſelf. love 
muſt yield, for its own ſake, to the love of a country, when that 
country requires the generous and united aid of the children, 


whom it has cheriſhed, in its boſom, in peaceful and proſperous 


We wiſh we could terminate here the enumeration of the ob- 
jects of our fear, under the view of God's righteous government. 
But there remains one more, which we cannot pals over in ſi- 
lence; we mean that proud, contentious ſpirit of party, which is 
. ever kindling diviſion and diſcord, both in civil and ſacred things, 
and to which the beſt intereſts both of ſtate and church are ſo 
often ſacrificed. Theſe animoſities afflict the land, and they are 
momentous objects of apprehenſion in ſuch times as theſe, when 
it is only in united hearts, counſels, and efforts, that we can find 
energy ſufficient to prevent or combat with ſucceſs the evils that 
threaten us. Theſe diſcords and animoſities, which are nouriſh- 
ed under the foſtering indulgence of a free government (as the 
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uſeful plant and the poiſonous herb derive their nouriſhment from 

the ſame ſource of light and heat) often have proved fatal to true 

liberty ; and we read of many free nations who, by their diſcords | 

and diviſions alone, were brought under the yoke of deſpotiſm. 

At leaſt, it is certain that factions and diviſions, (where diſintereſt- - 1 

ed virtue and true publick ſpirit, are ſo ſeldom predominant) v 
* weaken the publick energy and relax the vigour and conſiſtence t1 
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of a nation; for no wala divided againſt thr can fland long or 
firmly. Diverſity of opinions, even on the moſt i important ſub- 
jects, are inevitable and may be uſeful ; but diviſions animated by 
ſelfiſh views and perſonal reſentments are always criminal and 
unhappy :—They are ſo more eſpecially in this critical period of 
time, when with combined efforts, we ought to ſtrengthen one 
another, in the view of dangers which threaten ALL, not even 
excepting the unnatural traitors, who ſecond the plans of our 
inv wwaders and favour their attempts. 


You ſee then what we have more peculiarly to fear, if we re- 
tain a due ſenſe of God's righteous government and are proper- 
ly affected by the dreadful ſcenes of calamity and confuſion, 
which addreſs ſuch a plain and awful language to us wherever | 
we turn our view, Would to God, that this ſalutary fear were 
elt by every heart,—that it were the general ſentiment of the 
inhabitants of this land! This fear, ſuggeſted by the decline of 
vital religion under the rich diſplays of goſpel light and truth, 
with which we are bleſſed, —by the progreſs of luxury, even in 
the period of calamity and danger,—and by thoſe inteſtine divi- 
ſions, which are ſo fatal to the ſtrength and vigour of a people, 
is a principle ſuited to the ſeaſon. It is not that ignoble terror 
which degrades the mind: no—it is the generous emotion of the 
true patriot and the true chriſtian, It ennobles as much as it 
zumbles the ſoul. The practical atheiſt, and the unworthy chriſtian, 
* | m 
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in the calm of proſperity and amidſt the ungrateful enjoyment and 
abuſe of the bleſſings of Heaven, neither lament nor fear the pro- 
greſs of corruption and iniquity: they hear of the judgments of 
the Moſt High with indifference when they ſeem to be at a diſ- 
tance, and they have little reverence for his government in the 
period of his patience. But what paſſes within them when the 
hour of calamity arrives, or when the tempeſt 1s ready to break 
forth? Nothing but the inſenſibility of the brute or the terrors 
of the ſlave,; and the latter is moſt frequently the caſe. They are 
diſmayed and conſumed with terrors. It is at that dreadful mo. . 
ment, when the deciſion is come, that the ingenuous fear of the 

chriſtian patriot is changed into ſublime reſignation and patience. 
Seeing, above the tempeſt, the God, who directs it, and behold- 
ing that God, in the goſpel of Jeſus, as his Father and his Friend, 
opening to his view, beyond this troubled ſtate of things, the ſe- 
rene regions of peace, order and immortality, he may ſuffer in 
the day of trial, but he will not deſpair : His eſſential intereſts 
are ſecured, though the earth ſhould be removed and the mountains 

ſhould be cafe ꝛnto the midſt of the ſea. * | 


Such perſons fear now in the acceptable time ; they fear for their 
country; ſor it is in the religious breaſt, that true patriotiſm is 
ever found in its higheſt purity, ſenſibility and vigour. The pa- 
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triotiſm of the man, who 1s deſtitute of religion and virtue, is 
little better than political avarice or oſtentation; the patriotiſm 
of the good man, the religious citizen is an ardent zeal for the 
virtuous proſperity of his country. He will, at preſent fear for 
that country, which he loves, and where, notwithſtanding the 
abuſes of men, he admires, in a multitude of inſtances, the long- 
ſuffering patience, and goodneſs of God, 


But in the view of the calamities and deſolations of Europe, 
| we are not only called to fear—but alſo to receive inſtruction. 


To receive inſtruction, in the ſcriptural ſenſe of that phraſe, 
z, to learn practical and ſolid wiſdom from the declarations of the 
Moſt High, conveyed to us by his word and by the events of his 
Providence. Awful, indeed, are the leſſons, that Providence ad- 
dreſſes to us in the events of our day ! From what has been ob- 
ſerved in the preceding part of this Diſcourſe, you will eaſily 
perceive that the capital leſſon, which is held forth to us in theſe 
events is the dreadful and deſtructive influence of irreligion on 
the happineſs of a nation, Never indeed, before the preſent 
time, was the truth and importance of this leſſon diſplayed in 
ſuch glaring colours, becauſe never, before, have we, or our 
fathers, heard of a country in which irreligion was openly pro- 
feſſed by its rulers and miniſters, and by a great part of its in- 
habitants. It was reſerved for us to ſee with our eyes and hear 
E with 
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with our ears, how the irreligious philoſophy of our modern roi ſe 
men is adapted to govern the world. But woe to thoſe, who ae 
eyes without ſeeing, ears without hearing, and hearts without un- 
| derſtanding and feeling theſe things! Providence has permitted, 
nay called us to perceive the dreadful influence of irreligion by 
the enormities and miſeries, it has produced in a country, fo 
remarkably favoured with all the local and external circumſtan- 
ces, which are adapted to make a people proſperous and happy. 
But do thoſe receive inſtruction from theſe abominations and their 
pernicious conſequences, who endeavour to ſoften their atrocity» 
to diminiſh their guilt, or who behold them with a kind of indif. 
ference? What muſt we think of the piety of ſuch ?—of their 
humanity ?—of their moral characters? Surely next to the 
guilt of committing ſuch horrid things is that of diſguiſing im- 
piety and blood-ſhed, in their moſt odious forms, by a fallaci- 
ous colouring, deſigned to ſoften and diminiſh their enormity. 
This we regard as one of the ominous calamities of the day. 
Wo unto them, who call evil good, ſaid the prophet Ifaiah ; * re- 
garding this, as one of the ſtrongeſt ſymptoms of exceſſive cor- 
ruption. 


Again, 2dly. Let us be inſtructed by the preſent alarming ſtate 
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of things, to cultivate a ſpirit of fraternal union and charity un- 
der the ſenſe of our common danger, and a generous ſpirit of 
combined exertion for the ſupport of our conſtitution, our reli- 
gion, our families, and our poſſeſſions. The period of danger 
or public calamity, is not only deſigned, by the Divine Wiſdom, 
to correct national vices and corruption, but alſo to draw forth 
and diſplay the exerciſe of the nobleſt virtues. In the ſmiling 
period of tranquillity, theſe virtues too often loſe their energy 
and luſtre. The thoughts, the views, the projects of men are 
too apt to degenerate into a low circle of luxurious eaſe, and 
ſelfiſh purſuits. Here publick ſpirit often loſes its vigour and 
fraternal union is often diſturbed by the jealouſies of ambition or 
ſelf-love, which engender envy, diviſion, and diſcord. But the 
day of adverſity, eſpecially when it comes on with ſuch a threaten- 
ing aſpect as it aſſumes at preſent, is adapted to revive theſe vir- 
tues: for diviſion and diſcord (were they even juſtifiable in peace- 
able times) become criminal, in the extreme, and look like frenzy, 
when all parties are equally menaced, with the horrors, which 
have already rendered ſo great a part of Europe a field of blood. 
This is the time to lay aſide all diſſenſions, to unite all our ef- 
forts, for ſecuring the peace and promoting the proſperity of our 
Jeruſalem.—But it is neither from our means, nor our counſels, 
nor our efforts, alone, that our ſafety will come, but from him, 
who is the Ruler of nations and the great Diſpoſer of events, and 

E | from 


from his bleſſing on theſe means, and our united endeavours.— 


To. obtain his bleſſing, let us, (gdly. and Uaftly) ſhew that 
we have received inſtruction from the admonitions of his 
Providence, by conſecrating ourſelves with renewed zeal, to 
his obedience. This is the ſolemn engagement we contracted 
anew by our recent celebration of the national Faſt, if we 
celebrated it worthily,—if our penitential ſorrow and religi- 
ous vows were ſincere and fervent. We cannot deceive the 
Searcher of hearts and let us not deceive ourſelves. With- 
out the revival of religious principle and national virtue, which, 
by their nature, give ſtrength to a people and draw down 
upon them the Divine protection, there can be no well- 
grounded hope for us, as a nation, amidit the terrors, that ſur- 
round us. Without this, notwithſtanding all our efforts, we ſhall 
conceive chaff and bring forth ſtubble, and the ſinners, in our Sion, 
hall be afraid, and fearfulneſs ſhall ſurprixe them ; * i. e. perplex- 
ity, diſorder, and aſtoniſhment ſhall be the reſult of all their 
operations. | 


But, if a guilty nation, which proſperity has corrupted, and 
adverſity divides and exaſperates, has nothing to expect from a 


* [Iſaiah xxx111. 11. 
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righteous peace; a people who receive eden from the 
admonitions of heaven, have nothing to fear. He, who forms 
the light and creates darkneſs, can and will fave a repenting nati- 
on, and render their efforts and projects effectual for their reco- 
very. Mighty men of the world! minute philoſophers ! you may 
look with diſdain on the ſimplicity of the counſels, which religion 

ſuggeſts for the deliverance of a people in the time of danger and 

| ſuffering ; but, without meaning to throw contempt on human 
wiſdom and human efforts, we would have you to know, that an 
inſect, in the hand of Providence, can conſume the opulence of a 
nation, and that the ſame Providence can employ your own plans 
and paſſions to defeat your purpoſes. We would have you to 
know (and the confuſions of Europe and the frenzy of the times 
ſhe it palpably) that God can diſappoint the devices of. the crafty, 
/o that their hands cannot perform their enterprize—that he taketh 


the wiſe in their own craftineſs and carrieth-the counſel of the fro- 
ward headlong.” * The ſure refuge of a people, is an object far 


above thole earthly idols, which we are ſo prone to.worſhip. The 
true refuge of a people is the protection of the Moſt High. In 
the nature of things, and by the order of Providence, righteouſ- 
nels alone can render a nation truly happy. Human paſſions may 
produce violent efforts ; armed force may make rapid changes and 
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temporary impreſſions: But all this comes far ſhort of national 
felicity. Look all around you—and fee if this be not true. 


% 
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Let us, therefore, m the preſence of the Searcher of hearts and 
Judge of the world, whoſe admonitions, at this time, are fo pe- 
culiarly awful; and in the preſence of that Redeemer, whoſe in- 
terceſſion is ſo encouraging to the humble and the contrite, ex- 
amine ourſelves. Let us call conſcience from its ſlumber :—let 
us take off the maſk, which pride and ſelf-deluſion caſt over thoſe 

errors, omiſſions, abuſes, and tranſgreſſions, whereby we have 
contributed to the maſs of the national guilt :—and, when, in the 
painful view of theſe tranſgreſſions, compared with the means of 
grace, with which we have been enriched, and the temporal bleſ- 
ſings we have enjoyed under the mild government of a free and 
happy country, our hearts ſend forth that contrite effuſion, enter 
not into judgment with us thy ſervants, O Lord ! for in thy fight 
fhall no man living be juſtified, let us crown, at the ſame moment 
theſe ſentiments of compunQtion, with the moſt ſolemn reſoluti- 


ons of religious obedience for the remainder of our lives. 


It is in this manner, that you will improve the ſolemn Faſt, 
and the admonitions of Providence, faithful of the land! Sin- 


cere and pious ſervants of the Irving God, towards whom I turn 
my thoughts, with pleaſure and a kind of relief, in the conclu- 


ſion of this diſcourſe. Your number, thanks to Heaven, is not 
inconſiderable 
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inconſiderable (though comparatively too ſmall) in theſe ſinful 
lands. You have come forward, on the day of humiliation, with 
contrition and acceptance before the awful, yet merciful Eye, that 
ſeeth in ſecret, and the throne of mercy will ill be open to your 
ſupplications, certainly, for yourſelves, perhaps, for your coun- 
try,—You alſo have tranſgreſſions and omiſſions to lament, but 
you ſpread them with an ingenuous ſorrow, before the Mercy- 
Seat ; and there the tear of compunttion and repentance blots 
them out for ever, You are the ſupport of a ſinful country: and 
it is by your prayers and your alms, by your faith and charity, 
by your piety and virtue, that we yet ſubſiſt. May your- prayers 
and your examples, be inſtrumental in converting many from lie 
diſobedience of the wicked to the wiſdom of the Juſt! And, O that 
there were a heart, in us all, to fear God and keep his command- 
ments, that it might be well with us and with our children 
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